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Europe's  East-West  Trade  in  Food  1/ 

The  postwar  decline  of  Eastern  Europe  as  a  supplier  of  agricultural 
products  to  Western  Europe  shows  so  far  little  indication  of  change.  This 
group  of  countries  2/  supplied  close  to  7  million  tons  of  grain,  or  about 
one-fourth  of  Western  Europe's  large  net  grain  imports  before  World  War  II, 
in  addition  to  certain  quantities  of  sugar,  potatoes,  legumes,  and  meat. 
In  the  early  1950* s,  they  shipped  only  a  fraction  of  the  prewar  quantity, 
and  in  1955  net  grain  exports  to  Western  Europe  became  insignificant. 
Although  somewhat  larger  in  1956,  the  net  figure  came  to  only  340,000  tons— 
5  percent  of  the  prewar  quantity. 

The  1956  net  import  figure  for  all  grain  from  Eastern  to  Western 
Europe  conceals  the  fact  that  Western  Europe  in  that  year  was  a  net  ex- 
porter of  535,000  tons  of  bread  grain  to  the  East,  whereas  the  latter  was 
the  net  exporter  of  875,000  tons  of  coarse  grain  to  the  West.  France  and 
Germany,  especially,  shipped  wheat  and  rye  to  Poland  and  Hungary  while 
barley  from  the  USSR  and  corn  from  Rumania  went  to  some  8  to  10  West 
European  t:ountries. 

There  were  some  increases  in  1956  in  the  net  exports  from  the  East  of 
other  farm  products,  most  of  them  not  very  significant.  The  substantial 
increase  in  net  exports  of  meat  from  Eastern  Europe  in  that  year  was  due 
more  to  a  decline  in  meat  shipments  from  Western  Europe — especially  to  the 
USSR— than  to  an  absolute  increase  in  imports  from  Eastern  Europe.  Poland 
and  Hungary  did,  nevertheless,  ship  somewhat  more  meat  and  live  animals 
to  Western  Europe.  Eggs  went  up  a  little.  At  50,000  tons  this  trade 
accounts  for  nearly  one-half  of  Western  Europe's  net  egg  imports.  Germany 
is  the  largest  market  for  these  eggs,  Poland  and  Yugoslavia  the  largest 
suppliers. 

In  the  following  year,  1957,  the  USSR  greatly  expanded  total  exports 
of  grain  to  all  countries,  owing  primarily  to  a  good  crop  in  the  USSR 
coinciding  with  a  poor  crop  in  the  Satellite  countries.  Total  shipments 
increased  from  3.2  million  tons  in  1956  to  7.4  million  tons  in  1957. 
Wheat  exports  alone  quadrupled,  reaching  5.5  million  tons  in  1957.  But 
grain  exports  from  the  USSR  to  Western  Europe  actually  declined,  the 
whole  of  the  increase  going  to  other  East  European  countries.  Though 
grains  are  by  far  the  most  important  agricultural  exports  from  the  USSR, 
some  livestock  products  have  been  exported  in  past  years  to  Eastern 
Germany. 

Large  imports  of  farm  products,  especially  grains,  are  likely  to 
continue  to  be  needed  by  the  East  European  countries  outside  the  USSR,  and 
the  USSR  is  likely  to  remain  the  principal  supplier  of  such  imports.  In 


y By  European  Analysis  Branch. 

2/  Included  here  are  the  USSR,  East  Germany,  Czechoslovakia,  Poland, 
Hungary,  Rumania,  Bulgaria,  Yugoslavia,  and  Finland. 


other  words,  the  East  European  countries  outside  the  USSR  show  no  sign 
of  becoming  large-scale  exporters  of  grain  to  the  West  again.  Rather, 
these  exports  appear  to  emphasize  high-quality  foodstuffs,  such  as  live- 
stock products  and  fruits.  In  view  of  the  prospects  for  increased  con- 
sumption of  livestock  products  within  the  countries  themselves,  only 
modest  expansion  of  such  exports  is  to  be  expected  in  the  near  future, 
although  the  trend  will  differ  in  the  individual  countries. 

In  the  USSR,  grain  crops  beyond  basic  domestic  needs  are  utilized 
for  stock  accumulation,  for  expansion  of  livestock  production  as  well  as 
for  exports  largely  to  non-Western  countries.  Occasionally,  exports  to 
Western  Europe  may  become  substantial,  but  the  other  outlets  are  likely 
to  claim  the  bulk  of  the  grain  surpluses. 
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TABLE  l.~Food  products: 


West  Europe's  net  imports  from  East  Europe,  prewar  and  1949-56  \J 
(in  absolute  quantities) 


Products 

Prewar  tJ' 

1949 

•      1950 

=   1951   '   1952   •      1953 

•   1954 

=   1955 
: 

1956 

Grains: 

Wheat  and  rye •  •  •  • 

3,450 
3,300 

1,100 
1,040 

705 
1,130 

460      770      525 
1,205     1,550      525 

560 
470 

(3/) 
425 

(3/) 
875 

Other  (excl.  rice) 

Total. 


Sugar 

Potatoes 

Dry  legumes 

Other  vegetables 

Fruit 

Meat  (carcass  wt.)  4/. 
Fats  (fat  content)  5/. 
Cheese 

Eggs 


Grains: 

Wheat  and  rye 

Other  (excl.  rice). 


6,750 


2,140    1,835 


1,665 


2,320 


1,050 


1,030 


35 


775 

1,200 

165 

(3/) 

(3/) 

200 

20 

(3/) 

20 


155 

(3/) 

15 

55 

15 

40 

(3/) 

3 

16 


185 

40 

30 

20 

(3/) 

110 

30 

3 

32 


190 

(3/) 

(3/) 

15 

(3/) 

60 

(3/) 

5 

16 


285 

7 

5 

25 

(3/) 

75 

(3/) 

5 

25 


125 
(3/) 
(3/) 

45 
(3/) 

80 
(3/) 
(3/) 

30 


55 

5 

5 

40 

(3/) 

40 

(3/) 

(3/) 

37 


(3/) 
20 
20 
90 

(3/) 
60 

(3/) 

1 

45 


In  percent  of  net  imports  from  all  countries  6/ 


-Percent- 


Total...; 


Sugar 

Potatoes 

Dry  legumes 

Other  vegetables 

Fruit 

Meat  (carcass  wt.)  4/. 
Fats  (fat  content)  5/. 

Cheese 

Eggs 


25 

(8/) 

33 


11 

1 

12 


6 

7 

(9/) 

6 

11 

13 

17 

1 

«•  • 

3 

13 

. , 

1 

2 

3 

11 

22 

7 

12 

. . 

(9/) 

. , 

2 

25 

14 

7 

8 

5 

8 

23 

30 

96 
9 

36 


(9/) 

2 

(9/) 


39 


(9/) 
(9/1 


1 
40 


340 


55 

55 

45 

55 

(3/) 

160 

(3/) 

3 

50 


27 
25 

8 
12 

6 

16 

3 

13 

6 
21 

5 
6 

5 

5 

4 

8 

26 

10 

10 

7 

12 

6 

5 

(z/) 

1 

2 

(9/) 

12 

(9/) 

10 

4 
47 


\j  For  the  definition  of  East  and  West  Europe,  see  text  footnote  2;  and  for  background  information  on  the 
construction  of  the  table  and  on  the  prewar  and  postwar  data,  see  "Europe's  East-West  Trade  in  Food,"  Foreign 
Aqriculttire,  April  1951.  2/  "Prewar"  refers  to  a  4-  or  5-year  average  within  the  period  1933-39.  3/  Exports 
to  East  Europe  exceeded  imports  from  that  area.  4/  Includes  meat  from  imported  live  animals.  5/  Includes 
butter,  slaughter  fats  (as  such  and  from  imported  live  animals),  marine  oils,  and  only  those  oilseeds  that  are 
grown  in  Europe  or  oil  produced  from  those  seeds.  6/  Net  imports  from  East  Europe  for  the  calendar  years  1949 
through  1956  have  been  compared  with  net  imports  from  all  countries  in  the  fiscal  years  1949-50  through  1956-57. 
7/  Less  than  0.5  percent.  8/  West  Europe  had  a  net  export  to  non-European  countries.  9/  West  Europe  had  a  net 
export  to  all  countries. 


All  statistics  are  those  of  the  West  European  countries, 
pairtly  estimated  in  the  European  Analysis  Branch. 


Postwar  compiled  from  official  sources,  prewar 
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TABLE  2. --Grain: 


West  Europe's  gross  Imports  from  East  Europe,  by  countiy  of  origin,  purchase  or  shipment, 
average  193U-38,  annual  19U9-56  1/ 


Grain  and  period 


Soviet 
Union  2/ 


Poland 


East  Ger- 
many 3/ 


Czecho- 
slovakia 


Hungaiy 


Rumania 


Bulgaria 


Yugo- 
slavia 


Total 


; — iTOTO ITTOO i,ooo 

:  □♦tons             m.tons          m.tons 
Wheat:  Ij/                          : 

Prewar  frontiers:     ; 

193li-38 :  605                   50           ^800 

Postwar  frontiers:    : 

193li-38 800           Sf  250           i/  550 

19U9 !  323                     1 

1950 :  190                    10                    2li 

1951 :  2li2                   ...                    15 

1952 :  610                    1+8 

1953 :  312 

195U :  U32 

1955 :  208 

1956 m 

Rye;  : 

Prewar  frontiers:   : 

I93I4-38 :  181                   210             i/  350 

Postwar  frontiers:    : 

193ii-38 250            i/  515 

191*9 66                  509 

1950 :  38                  152 

1951 :  105                     15 

1952 76 

1953 :  81 

1951* :  123 

1955 :  60 

1956 :  51 

Barley:   7/  : 

Prewar  frontiers:      : 

193U-38 :  3U«                   269 

Postwar  frontiers:    : 

193l*-38 :  575          i/ 575 

19lt9 :  161                    19 

1950 :  332                      5 

1951 :  510                     30 

1952 :  14*7                     71 

1953 ;  159                 33 

I95I1- :  68                   36 

1955 :  32                    15 

1956 :  263                    li* 

Oats:  : 

Prewar  frontiers:      : 

193lt-38 :  53                   37 

Postwar  frontiers:  ; 

193li-38 53     i/ 160 

191*9 :  28        90 

1950 85 

1951 :  178 

1952 159         9 

1953 :  31*        37 

195U. :  6       (6/) 

1955 7 

1956 :  19 

Com:  : 

Prewar  frontiers :   : 

193l»-38 :  31 

Pos  twar  frontiers :  : 

1932*-38 150 

191*9 :  96 

1950 31(1* 

1951 :  328 

1952.... :  232 

1953 :  26 

1951* 16 

1955 17 

1956 :  31* 

Total:  : 

Prewar  f rontie  rs :   : 

193i*-38 :  1,181*                  566        ^Z  2,1*00 

Postwar  frontiers :    : 

193U-38 :  1,828         5/1,500         5/1,255 

191*9 :  67U                 619                     9 

1950 989                  167                    85 

1951 :  1,363                    1*5                    36 

1952 :  1,521*                  128                      3 

1953 .:  612                   70                     1 

195U 61*5                  36                    8 

1955 :  321*                    15                      2 

1956 501 lit 


1,000 
m.tons 


60 

60 

11 

1*8 

(6/) 


IjUUO 
m.tons 


1*1*3 


1,000 
m.tons 


506 


1,000 
m.tons 


63 
70 

*i6 

(6/) 
23 
52 

8U 

1 
6 


i,OUO 
m.tons 


103 


1,000 
m.tons 


2,630 

2,626 
1*11* 
1*61 
398 
71*7 
1*62 
662 
321 
167 


853 

81*9 
752 
323 
158 
11*8 
99 
157 

101 
90 


1,862 

1,857 
289 
1*1*8 
637 
61*5 
273 
195 
165 
1*07 


572 

575 

153 

90 

178 

170 

71 

6 

7 

39 


9/  882 

2/  881* 
582 
602 
396 

729 
160 
291 

280 
1*1*6 


6,799 

6,791 
2,190 
1,921* 
1,767 
2,U39 
1,065 
1,3U 
871* 
1.12*9 


5/  800 

5/375 
y    9 

y  15 


i/l*50 

y  330 

(6/) 
(1/) 


3 
18 


ll.O 

lljO 
32 
78 
73 

103 
71 
78 

111 

126 


15 
15 


218 

218 
1*3 

166 
73 

113 
71 
85 

11*3 

126 


1*1*3 
70 

151* 
71* 
1*6 
38 
61* 
62 
1*3 


50 


.. 

1 

50 

,, 

•  • « 

177 

58 

1*0 

IS 

6 

(6/) 

13 

,, 

10 

35 

*  « 

... 

(6/) 

., 

1* 

30 

2 

11* 

23 

•  • 

... 

36 

20 

20 
1*5 
30 
9 
1* 
5 
5 
6 
1* 


30 

1 


61 


571* 

571* 
500 
21*5 
112 
97 
1*9 
159 
155 
186 


350 

67 
20 
60 
79 
32 
1* 


51* 


10 
22 
16 

(6/) 


307 

150 
6 


(6/) 

1 


13 

13 
5 
U 


1*21 


1,301 


1* 

30 


5 
15 


(6/) 

1* 
(6/) 


1*6 


118 


788 

190 

37 

20 

52 

16 

85 

9 

77 

1*3 

1U2 

75 

11*7 

9S 

222 

10 

259 

1*7 

103 

9 
11 


(6/) 
(6/) 

3 

3 

(6/) 


7 
17 


12 

•  •  e 

(6/) 
(6/) 

1* 
1* 


(6/) 
(|/) 


321 


2 

61 

275 

75 

321 

(6/) 

178 

26 

20 

262 

25 

31* 

6 

193 

16 

8 

... 

1*1* 

12 

^S 

10 

1*1*0 

6 

66 

17 

1*5 

60 

68 

11 

136 

61* 

189 

8 

2 

103 

255 

38 

16 

1*38 

1*38 
288 
201* 

I4I* 
1*5U 

1.5 

136 

3 

16 


-  1^  - 


Footnotes  for  TABLE  2 

1/  For  the  definition  of  West  and  East  Europe,  see  text  footnote  2; 
and  for  background  information  on  the  construction  of  the  table  and  on  the 
prewar  and  postwar  data,  see  "Europe's  East- West  Trade  in  Food,"  Foreign 
Agriculture,  April  1951.  Finland  and  Albania  have  here  been  omitted  from 
East  Europe,  since  West  Europe's  grain  imports  from  those  countries  are 
negligible.  Because  of  the  inclusion  of  Finland  and  of  minor  grains  in 
Table  1,  net  imports  of  "other  grain,  excluding  rice"  in  some  years  are 
slightly  higher  than  the  total  for  gross  imports  of  barley,  oats,  and  corn 
as  shown  here.  Dots  indicate  that  imports,  if  any,  are  not  separately 
specified.   2/  Data  for  prewar  as  well  as  postwar  frontiers  include 
trade  of  the  Baltic  countries.   3/  Germany  east  of  the  present  Federal 
Republic,  but  excluding  West  Berlin  both  prewar  and  postwar.  4/  Includes 
flour  in  terms  of  wheat  equivalent.   5/  Revised  on  the  basis  of  unofficial 
German  estimates  of  net  imports  for  consumption  into  the  Federal  Republic, 
including  West  Berlin  (see  Agrarwirtschaf t ,  Sonderheft  1954)  plus  an 
allowance  of  500,000  tons  for  increases  in  grain  stocks.  6/  Less  than 
500  tons.   7/  Includes  malt  in  terms  of  barley  equivalent.  8/  Some  of 
these  imports  may  have  come  from  West  Germany,   9/  Assuming  that  German 
imports  (192,000  tons)  went  to  West  Germany. 

All  statistics  are  those  of  the  West  European  countries.  Postwar  com- 
piled from  official  sources,  prewar  partly  estimated  in  the  European 
Analysis  Branch. 
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